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Ordnance Survey of the County of Mayo, in 125 sheets. 
Presented by His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant. 

Barlow's Tables of Squares, $c. published under the 
Superintendanee of the Society for the Diffusion of Useful 
Knowledge. Presented by the Society. 

Supplement to the Introduction to the Atomic Theory. 
By Charles Daubeny, M. D., F. R. S. Presented by the 
Author. 



March 16. (Stated Meeting.) 

SIR Wm. R. HAMILTON, LL.D., President, in the Chair. 

A letter from the Secretary of State for the Home De- 
partment was communicated by his Excellency the Lord 
Lieutenant, informing his Excellency, that the Address of 
the President, Council, and Members of the Royal Irish 
Academy, had been laid before the Queen, and that Her 
Majesty had received the same very graciously. 



The Secretary of Council read the following Report, 
which was ordered to be entered on the Minutes : 

" In resigning their office into the hands of the Academy, the 
Council have felt it to be their duty, in conformity with the prac- 
tice of other kindred societies, to present a brief Report of their 
Proceedings, and of the general history of the Academy during the 
past year. 

" The Council regret to state that the financial condition of the 
Academy has not been an improving one. They believe, however, 
that this circumstance (though it must create the necessity for 
circumspection) will not be regarded as discouraging, when it is 
known to have arisen from a cause essentially connected with the 
welfare and vitality of the Society. The character of an association 
formed for the advancement of any branch of learning, must be 
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judged of by its fruits, and these fruits are, in an eminent and 
especial manner, its published memoirs. It is by its Transactions 
that it will be estimated beyond the walls of its assembly-room ; 
and whatever may be, in other respects, the instruction or the 
entertainment derived from its meetings, its Memoirs can alone be 
taken to mark its actual progress, and define the limits of its con- 
quests in the wide region of the unknown. When, therefore, your 
Council state, that it is this very progress which has pressed upon 
the funds of the Academy, they believe that it will be granted, that 
the circumstance is one rather for congratulation than regret. 

" The chief source of the expenditure of the Academy is that 
arising from the printing of their Transactions. Within the last 
few years, however, the papers read to the Academy, and offered 
for publication, have greatly increased in number, as well as value ; 
and, accordingly, the rate of publication of the Transactions, and 
the attending expenses, have increased in the same proportion. 
This rate, in fact, has of late years much more than doubled ; and 
the expenses of printing and engraving have, of course, proportion - 
ably augmented. 

" The Council have great pleasure in stating, that the publica- 
tion of the Proceedings of the Academy, at brief intervals, under 
the superintendance of the Committee of Publication, has been 
productive of great benefit to the interests of the Academy, by 
giving an early publicity to the results of their labours. They are 
happy to add, that the new postage regulations have enabled them 
to send these Proceedings to all the Societies in Britain with whom 
they are in correspondence, as well as to all the non-resident 
members. 

" In connexion with the subject of publication, the Council think 
it right to mention the steps which have been taken in regard to the 
publication of Mr. Petrie's Essay on the Round Towers of Ireland. 
The appearance of this essay having been delayed for many years, 
and being earnestly desired by the members of the Academy, the 
Council felt that it was incumbent upon them to hasten it as far as 
lay in their power. As a preliminary step, a skilful London artist, 
Mr. Branston, was brought over to execute the wood-cuts, Mr. 
Petrie having agreed, on his part, to make the drawings himself 
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upon the wood. Notwithstanding the saving of expense thus 
attained, the cost of this part of the work (owing to the large 
numher of illustrations necessary) was considerable, being estimated 
at between £300 and £400. The current income not being sufficient 
to bear the weight of this charge, the Council applied to the Aca- 
demy, and on the 24th of June last, the Academy authorized the 
Treasurer to sell stock to the amount of £400. 

" Since that time the engravings have been proceeded with, 
and part of the sum voted has been already paid. The Committee 
of Publication have recently received the assurances of the author, 
that the manuscript will be shortly ready for the printer. The 
essay, when printed, will occupy an entire volume of the Transac- 
tions ; and, from the expectations which have been raised respect- 
ing the work, there can be no doubt that the sale will defray a 
portion, at least, of the expense incurred. 

" To replace the stock above alluded to, as well as to guard 
against a progressive diminution of the annual income of the 
Academy from the practice of compounding for life, the Council 
would suggest, for the consideration of the Council of the ensuing 
year, the expediency of investing, in future, the proceeds of the life 
subscriptions in the Government funds. 

" The following are the names of the members which the 
Academy has lost by death within the last year : 

The Earl of Caledon. John Oldham, Esq. 

William Morrison, Esq. 

" The following are the names of the new members added to 
the body since the 16th of March, 1839 : 

John U. Owen, M. D. John A. Bowles, Esq. 

Thomas Rhodes, Esq. Sir Philip Crampton, Bart. 

Edward Conroy, Esq. William J. Lloyd, Esq. 

Nicholas P. Leader, Esq. John Mollan, M. D. 

William R. Wilde, Esq. Frederick Burton, Esq. 

Alexander Parker, Esq. Joseph Napier, Esq. 

Jonathan Osborne, M. D. Thomas Hutton, Esq. 

William Longfield, Esq. Rev. Maurice M'Kay. 
William Hill, Esq. 
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" The subject of members in arrear has come under the consi- 
deration of the Council, and, in pursuance of the measures adopted 
by the Council of the preceding year, they have recommended to 
the Academy a slight alteration in the By-laws relating to de- 
faulters, the operation of which will be, that, henceforward, there 
will be no members more than two years in arrear, such persons 
ceasing, ipso facto, to be members of the Academy. This modi- 
fication of the By-law (which is in conformity with the spirit of the 
original) has been adopted by the Academy ; and it will have the 
effect of removing an apparent opposition between their rules and 
usages, besides tending to insure, in future, greater regularity of 
payment. 

" Some objection having been raised to the course recently 
adopted by the Academy in reference to the election of new mem- 
bers, the Council have prepared an enlarged formula of certificate 
for candidates, which, it is hoped, will remove all difficulties, and, 
at the same time, convey the required information with regard to 
the eligibility of the candidate. 

" It has also been recommended by the Council, and resolved 
by the Academy, that the conditions required previous to the ballot 
for new members, be all complied with at least one week before 
such ballot. 

" A charter-book, with the usual obligation engrossed, has 
been prepared to receive the signatures of new members on admis- 
sion. The Council request that members, who have already 
signed in another roll, will write their names also in this book, so 
as to render it, as far as possible, a complete record of the history 
of the Academy. 

" The miscellaneous property of the Academy consists of their 
library (including their collection of MSS.) and their (as yet) small 
collection of antiquities. 

" On the subject of the library the Council have to state, that a 
Book Committee was appointed at the commencement of the year, 
to examine the state of the library generally, and to report thereon 
to the Council. The additions made to the library, during the 
past year, have been confined chiefly to the regular periodicals. 
The collection of MSS. has been enriched by a copy of the Book 
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of Ligmore, which was lent by his Grace the Duke of Devonshire, 
and transcribed at the expense of the Academy. 

" The Council have the pleasure of stating, that the task of 
forming a perfect catalogue of the library has been nearly com- 
pleted by the Assistant Librarian, Mr. Clibborn ; and they gladly 
avail themselves of this opportunity to express their sense of the 
value of the services which that gentleman has rendered to the 
Academy during this, the first year of his office. 

" The Societies whose Transactions enrich the library of the 
Academy are : 

The Eoyal Academy of Sciences, Berlin. 

The Eoyal Academy of Sciences, Brussels. 

The Royal Society of Sciences, Copenhagen. 

The Physical and Natural History Society of Geneva. 

The Royal Academy of Sciences, Lisbon. 

The Royal Academy of History, Madrid. 

The Italian Society of Sciences, Modena. 

The Royal Academy of Sciences, Paris. 

The Imperial Academy of Sciences, St. Petersburgh. 

The American Philosophical Society, Philadelphia. 

The Royal Academy of Sciences, Turin. 

The Royal Society of London. 

The Royal Society of Literature, London. 

The Royal Society of Antiquaries, London. 

The Royal Astronomical Society of London. 

The Geological Society of London. 

The Royal Society of Edinburgh. 

The Linnaean Society. 

The Cambridge Philosophical Society. 

The Manchester Philosophical Society. 

The Asiatic Society of Calcutta. 

" In addition to this list, the Council have, during the past 
year, negotiated an interchange of Transactions with the Geo- 
logical Society of France ; the School of Mines of Paris ; the 
Zoological Society of London ; and the Institution of Civil En- 
gineers. 
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" The Academy having purchased, in the year 1837, a small 
collection of antiquities, belonging to Mr. Underwood, the atten- 
tion of Council was directed to their arrangement; and, on the 
22nd of April last, the sum of £50 was placed at their disposal by 
the Academy, for the erection of convenient cases for their recep- 
tion. This collection has since received two additions of great 
historical interest and high value, namely, — the Cross of Cong, 
presented by Professor Mac Cullagh, and two gold Torques, dis- 
covered at Tara, presented by a number of gentlemen who sub- 
scribed liberally for their purchase. The Council trust that others 
will be induced to follow the example set by these public-spirited 
individuals, and will contribute to the formation of a collection 
illustrative of the national antiquities, the study of which it is one 
of the main objects of the Academy to foster and promote. 

" The medal for the best essay in Polite Literature and Anti- 
quities, communicated during the three years preceding the 1st of 
January, 1839, has been awarded by the Council (as the members 
of the Academy are already aware) to Mr. Petrie, for his paper on 
the Antiquities of Tara Hill. 

" The Council of the ensuing year will have to consider for 
medals, the papers in Mathematics (pure and applied,) and in 
Polite Literature, which have been communicated during the three 
years previous to the 1st of January, 1840." 



The Auditors appointed by Council to examine the 
Treasurer's Accounts reported as follows : 

" We have examined the above Account,* with the vouchers 
produced, and have found it to be correct ; and we find that there 
is a balance in bank of £150; and in the Treasurer's hands of 
£62 8*,, making a total balance of £212 8». sterling. 

" (Signed,) 

" Franc Sadleir. 

" Samuel Litton." 
" March 14, 1840." 

* Entered in the Treasurer's Book. 
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" The Treasurer reports that there is £1384 6s. in 3 per Cent 
Consols, and £1500 in 3J per Cent. Government Stock, to the 
credit of the Academy in the Bank of Ireland ; the latter being the 
Cunningham Fund. 

« (Signed,) 

" Thomas Herbert Orpen." 
" March 14, 1840." 



The ballot having closed, the President requested the 
Provost and Dr. Litton to assist the Officers in examining 
the balloting lists. 

The Scrutineers reported that the following Gentlemen 
were duly elected Officers and Council for the ensuing 
year : 

President — Sir William Rowan Hamilton, LL. D. 
Treasurer — Thomas Herbert Orpen, M. D. 
Secretary to the Academy — Rev. Joseph H. Singer, D.D. 
Secretary to the Council — James Mac Cullagh, LL. D. 
Secretary of Foreign Correspondence — Rev. Humphrey 
Lloyd, A. M. 

Librarian — Rev. William Hamilton Drummond, D. D. 
Clerk and Assistant Librarian — Edward Clibborn. 

Committee of Science. 

Rev. Franc Sadleir, D. D., Provost of Trinity College ; 
Rev. Humphrey Lloyd, A. M. ; James Apjohn, M. D. ; 
James Mac Cullagh, LL. D. ; Rev. William Digby Sadleir, 
A. M, ; Robert Ball, Esq. ; Robert Kane, M. D. 

Committee of Polite Literature. 

His Grace the Archbishop of Dublin; Rev. Joseph 
Henderson Singer, D. D. ; Samuel Litton, M. D. ; Rev. 
William Hamilton Drummond, D. D. ; Rev. Charles Richard 
Elrington, D.D. ; Rev. Charles William Wall, D.D. ; Rev. 
Thomas H. Porter, D. D. 
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Committee of Antiquities. 

Thomas Herbert Orpen, M. D. ; George Petrie, Esq. 
R. H. A. ; Rev. Caesar Otway ; Very Rev. the Dean of St. 
Patrick's ; Rev. James Henthom Todd, D. D. ; Henry J. 
Monck Mason, LL. D.; Aquilla Smith, M. D. 

The President then appointed, under his hand and seal, 
the following Vice-Presidents : 

His Grace the Archbishop of Dublin ; the Provost of 
Trinity College ; the Rev. Humphrey Lloyd ; the Very 
Rev. the Dean of St. Patrick's. 

DONATIONS. 

Philosophical Transactions for 1 839. Parts 1 and 2. 

Proceedings of the Royal Society. Nos. 37, 38, 39 r 
and 40. 

Catalogue of the Scientific Books in the Library of the- 
Royal Society. 

Fellows of the Royal Society. Nov. 1839. 

List of the various Councils of the Royal Society from 
1800 to 1839. 

Presented by the Society. 

Mecanique Celeste. Translated by Dr. Bowditch. Vol. 
IV. Presented by the Translator's Children. 

Transactions of the Cambridge Philosophical Society. 
Vol. VII. Part 1. Presented by the Society. 

Memorie della Societa Italiana delle Scienze. Tome XXIL 
Parte Matematica. Presented by the Society. 

Premier Memoire sur les Kaolins ou Argiles a Porcelaitie. 
Par M. Brongniart. Presented by the Author. 

Memoires de la Societe de Physique et oVHistoire Natu- 
relle de Geneve. Tome VIII. 2me Partie. Presented by 
the Society. 
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Comptes Rendus Hebdomadaires des Seances de VAcademie 
det Sciences. Premier Semestre, 1840. Nos. 1 — 5. Pre- 
sented by the Academy. 

A few Notes on the History of the Discovery of the Com- 
position of Water. By J. O. Halliwell, Esq. 

A Catalogue of the Miscellaneous Manuscripts preserved 
in the Library of the Royal Society. By J. O. Halliwell, 
Esq. 

Presented by the Author. 



